
FITZROVIA WEST NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM 
AGENDA 

Chair Wendy Shillam 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

2. What should our Neighbourhood Plan Cover? 

 Proposals from Nick Bailey, Gwilym Harbottle, Alison Matthews,  Wendy Shillam 

3. Group Discussion and Feedback 

4. Break/informal discussion 

5. Resolutions 

The Plan  

a) Priorities for The Plan  

b) Evidence Gathering and Funding Applications 

6.               Business of The Forum 

 a) Approval of Constitution 

 b) Election of Executive Committee 

7.              Membership report 

8.               Sum up.  Overview of future tasks 

9.              Short discussion of form/topics of future meetings 

                  Close 8.30pm 

 





PRESSURE FROM DEVELOPMENT 

 

Exemplar’s Fitzroy Place site, CIL 

contribution to GLA £3.3M 

Great Portland Estates’ Rathbone post 

office site 

CIL contribution to GLA £3.7M 



THE FORUM AND THE PLAN 

• The Neighbourhood Plan 

• Working with our Neighbours 

• The Vote 

• CIL Community Infrastructure Levy 

• Planning Applications 

• Other projects – eg Fitzrovia Private Internet Network 







“Under the legislation establishing the Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL), a proportion of the CIL 

raised from development in a neighbourhood area 

(15% ((capped at £100 per council tax dwelling) if a 

neighbourhood forum is in existence), or 25% (if a 

neighbourhood plan is in place) has to be set aside to 

fund infrastructure or anything else that is concerned 

with addressing the demands that development places 

on an area” 

HOW FitzWest CAN INFLUENCE CIL 



OTHER POWERS 

• Designation of an asset of community value 

• Propose a strategy for licensing hours  

• Action Plan for local projects 

• Local Services a Right of Challenge and a 

right to bid for the service if the challenge is 

accepted 

• Access to other government programmes 

(e.g.Our Place programme).  



SINCE WE LAST MET 

• Been recognised by Westminster City Council 
• Held a series of Topic Groups 
• Held discussions with: 

 
Westminster City Council 
Crossrail 
Soho Forum 
Association of West End Amenity Societies 
New West End Company 
Local Developers 

 
• Shadow Executive has coordinated outcome from Topic Groups 



DRAFT PRIORITIES 

• Liveable Neighbourhood 
• Nurture Young and Independent Businesses  
• Urban Realm 
• Environment 

 
“Our mission is to ensure that Fitzrovia develops as a habitable, sustainable 
and neighbourly community through all means available including planning, 
collaborative working and community enterprise.” 



LIVEABLE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
NICK BAILEY 

• Provision of housing for all groups and incomes particularly to meet 
demographic changes, e.g. pensioners 

• Define mix of housing by size, design, and tenure 

• Identify locations for new housing development or redevelopment 

• Avoid conflicts in mixed use developments 

• Specify maximum % of super-prime housing in any one development  

• Size, density, height of new buildings in relation to context 

• Additional uses required in redevelopment for example shops, 
culture and leisure. 

• Protection of heritage including listed buildings and Conservation 
Areas 

• Maintaining street frontages – building line, access, appearance 

• Provision of off-street parking in new development? 

• Building materials 

 







NURTURE INDEPENDENT BUSINESSES  
GWILYM HARBOTTLE 

• Nurture economic vitality 
• Protect existing businesses by providing small 

business/shop units 
• Protect convenience and specialist shops 
• Identify core sectors – media, medical, professional services 

etc 
• Congestion (balance between economic activity and 

residents’ amenity) 
• Protect existing retail uses 
• Showrooms, clothing industry? 
• Do we want to control number and location of restaurants, 

cafes and drinking clubs? 





ENVIRONMENT 
ALI MATTHEWS 

• Refuse collection/dumping locations and timing, publicity 
• Street cleaning 
• Night noise and nuisance 
• Licensing and core hours 
• Street drinking, anti-social behaviour 
• Build quality standards - achieving required 

sustainability/energy efficiency standards in housing and 
commercial premises 

• Air conditioning noise and vibration 
• Air quality standards 
• Light pollution 

 
 
 





URBAN REALM 
WENDY SHILLAM 

• Transport hierarchy 
Pedestrians 

Cycles 

Public Transport 

Motorcycles 

Cars 

Vans and lorries 
 

• Green, clean and safe 





URBAN REALM 
WENDY SHILLAM 

• Improve pavements and crossings 

• Traffic calming measures  

• Plan for provision for safe pedestrian 
throughways and cycle routes 

• Cycle parking/electric cars/res parking/delivery 
bays 

• Manage buses and taxis 

• Minimise noise and air pollution 

• Manage deliveries to minimise journeys 

 





URBAN REALM 
WENDY SHILLAM 

• Develop pocket parks  

• Landscaping/tree planting 

• Minimise noise, heat island and air pollution 

• Direction finding 

• Street lighting 

• Pavement and street materials (maintenance) 

• Street furniture and information signs 

• Oases of calm 



QUESTIONS? 



BREAK 



RESOLUTION 1a). 

1. a) The topics to be considered in more detail by the Executive Committee (and in respect of  
which the Executive Committee shall propose policies/policy options and report back to the  
members of the Forum via topic group meetings and emails and in future Forum meetings) shall  
include the following:   
 
Priorities for The Plan: 

• Liveable Neighbourhood 
• Nurture Young and Independent Businesses  
• Urban Realm 
• Environment 
 

To include policies on: 
• Pressure for development 
• Affordability of housing 
• Importance of independent businesses 
• State of streets and squares 
• Traffic, parking, deliveries, cycling and walking 
• Rubbish collection 
• Greening the area 
• Night time uses 

 
 



RESOLUTIONS 1b).  

b) (i) Agreement to expenditure 
 The Executive Committee shall apply for funds from Westminster City Council and Department of 
 Communities and Local Government, and other sources, up to the maximum value available and is 
 authorised to spend all funds so obtained (whether in excess of £5,000 or not) on the following: 
  

 a) Technical studies to generate evidence, posit policies or support policies for the local               
 plan.   

  
 b) Public consultation, publicity and meetings. 

 
 (ii) The Executive Committee shall report to the members of the Forum on the outcome of all funding   
 applications and the use of all such funds via the website and at each general meeting of the Forum 

 
 



BUSINESS OF THE FORUM a) 
Constitution  

a)                      Constitution 
 The Forum adopts the Draft Constitution dated 31 March 2015. 

 



BUSINESS OF THE FORUM CANDIDATES b). 
Executive Committee 

Name  R/B/O  Candidate’s statement  
CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 
Nick Bailey  R/O Nick has lived in Fitzrovia for 30 years and teaches at the  
   University of Westminster. He is a member of the Fitzrovia Trust. 
  
Sharon Banoff  R Lived in Fitzrovia for 30yrs and worked nearby (at BBC).  Shadow  
   executive member of FitzWest. 
  
Yoram Blumann  R Involved in the area since 1992, treasurer. 
 
Barbara Corr  R Founder of FitzWest, long time resident and supporter of the area. 
  
Peter Dore-Smith  B Founder of Kaffeine cafes in Great Titchfield Street and  
   Eastcastle Street. 
  
Gwilym Harbottle  R Lawyer. Lived in area over 20 years. Shadow executive member. 
  
Vivien Hughes  R Resident since 1975, now retired from government/academia.   
   Offering to edit a newsletter for  the Forum.   
 
Edwina Londsale  B MD Mundi Cruising plc, offering to help edit the newsletter and help  
   set up a business group. 
  
Chris Shaw  R/B Resident and CEO of local business Shaw Corporation.  
 
Wendy Shillam  R/B/O Founder of FitzWest,  lives in Great Titchfield Street, worked  
   here since '86, also now Trustee of Fitzrovia Chapel. 
 
CANDIDATES FOR CO-OPTION 
Daniel Castle  B LDG Estate Agents 
  
(TBC)  R Representative from Holcroft Court Residents Association.   

Cl. 3.3 of the draft constitution provides: “Subject to the decision of any general meeting, the committee shall be 
composed of equal numbers of business/organisation members and residents.” 



MEMBERSHIP 



FORM AND TOPICS OF FUTURE MEETINGS 



CLOSE 


