FitzWest Neighbourhood Forum:
Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting — 3" Dec 2024 at 1600.

Attending: Julia Hayton, Nick Bailey, Dee Corsi, Mark Gazaleh, Yoram Blumann, Barbara Corr

Apologies: lan Johnstone, Denise Julien, Councilors P Lilley and Tim Barnes

Minutes of the previous meeting: approved
Oxford Street:

YB reported that he attends WASF meetings as the FNA representative; following the last meeting
with WCC, and as per agreement amongst all 22 amenity societies, WASF sent a letter to the Mayor
of London raising concerns over the loss of local representation and accountability, and the lack of
genuine consultation process with those who live and work in the area.

A response from the mayor’s office quoted the mayor’s press announcement, with no detailed
reference to the points raised in the WASF letter.

Dee said that they were taken by surprise, as WCC, our local MP and others by the mayor’s decision
to pedestrianise Oxford Street, choosing to use a Mayoral Development Corporation [MDC].

NWEC had a couple of meeting with GLA/Mayor’s office people.

The GLA were advertising for jobs in the MDC. The unofficial total annual wage bill is estimated to
be around £500k.

Looking ahead:

There would be a consultation on the MDC in the new year, and following the formal process, there
may be some parliamentary legislation process before the MDC is formally set up.

It is doubtful if the Mayor takes much notice of responses from the such as us; he does not have to.

The MDC area: there is a map circulating on the web showing the area extends as far as and
including TCR and Goodge/Mortimer Street as far as Regent Street.

This gives the MDC total power over planning powers within the area for the lifetime of the MDC.
The Mayor confirmed that the MDC would not seek power over premises licensing.

Representation in the MDC: there would be one seat each for WCC and LB of Camden.

The MDC would then issue tenders for the OS design work and traffic study.

The first phase would be focused on Oxford Circus to Selfridges, then extended to Marble Arch.
We would have more details and a better idea of the plans in March 2025.

Possible impact on our area:

YB pointed out that the road grid changes already implemented, specifically making Mortimer Street
two ways; previous total pedestrianisation plans showed significant addition of traffic to our area,
including buses and taxis- as shown in the 2018 scheme.

Unresolved issues from the previous Mayor/WCC plan withdrawn in 2018:

YB reminded everyone that in the previous round -the joint Mayor/WCC plans in 2018, two
significant issues remained unresolved: security and maintenance.

Security refers to policing and management of crime during daytime, and safety issues at night time
[incl drug dealing, homeless, anti-social behavior].

Maintenance refers to the upkeep of whatever is being created: cleansing, repairs, looking after
plants and trees, and who is going to pay for it.

The overall annual costs were estimated at £5m pa, much of it was expected to come from the
private sector. Nothing was agreed on that before the project was withdrawn in 2018.



Camden’s response:

The Mayor’s proposals would undoubtedly have an impact on the adjoining Camden, and on the
West End traffic scheme funded by TfL [E40m].

Unlike WCC, Camden did not make a public comment.

It is proposed that the FNA and Bloomsbury Association ask for a meeting with a Bloomsbury Ward
Councilor to discuss the matter.

Market Place:

WCC council leader at the time was persuaded to include Market Place in the scheme; it is not clear
if Market Place is included or not in the Mayor’s new plans, it was felt that it should, and NWEC rec’d
a note from a local landlord on Market Place.

Trees and Greenery:

Mark and YB spent some time with the WCC’s aborted scheme designers on the green oasis at the
bottom end of Gt Titchfield Street leading to Market Street.

It was felt that we ought to press the MDC to adopt the design principles of the scheme.
Great Titchfield Street- between Riding House and Foley Streets:

The proposed scheme was self-standing- independent of the road grid changes proposed in our area,
and could be implemented as a stand-alone project.

There is overwhelming support for it in the immediate area of the scheme, and it was proposed that
we write to Councilor Geoff Barraclough on this.

CIL projects:

All Souls school scheme:

The school is supposed to submit designs and more detailed plans to WCC in the near future.
Fitzrovia Community Centre:

Are seeking about £60k funding for improvements and refurbishments; they missed a deadline, so
they expect to submit their application at the next round in 2025.

Soho Poly theatre
Are seeking new CIL funding for making their theatre more accessible and easier to reach.
W(CC CIL application process:

In view of experience, the CIL team reviewed the CIL application process, requiring prospective
applicants to attend pre application interviews, and setting up three fixed deadlines during the year
for applications to be made.

Air pollution monitor positions

W(CC asked us to nominate several strategic points we highlighted air pollution as an issue.
Following a discussion, this is the list- in order of preference:

a. Mortimer Street- two intersections: with Gt Portland Street and with Cleveland Street.
b. Foley Street- around the All Souls School

c. Clipstone Street- at the intersection with Gt Portland Street

d. New Cavendish Street- at the intersection of Gt Titchfield Street

e. Bolsover Street and Great Portland Street Station.

Nick to respond to WCC.
University of Westminster- proposed development of their New Cavendish Street Campus.

We were invited to two public meetings, and Mark and YB separately met the premises manager.



Our concerns on the proposals [loss of privacy to residents in Hanson Street, loss of daylight and
noise, premises licensed] were addressed by the University- subject to the actual planning
applications and detailed design.

Mark and YB discussed our proposals of doing something about the Cleveland Street frontage-
between New Cavendish and Clipstone Streets- including the area outside the former Tower tavern.

YB talked to Dierdra Armsby- the head of planning in WCC; she said that WCC did not hear from the
university yet; She recommended that we email her, Steven Brandon and Sara Hoare on our
discussions with the University.

It was agreed that YB would forward the email exchange and detailed design/discussions to WCC.

Pedicabs:

YB attended a meeting convened by our MP on this, with TfL and two local WCC councilors, WCC
official from the noise team and enforcement and representatives from resident associations in Soho,
Marylebone, Hyde Park Edgware Road, and FitzWest NF & Marylebone NF.

TfL wanted to hear from us on our experience, the issues that needs resolving;

We asked whether pedicabs are regarded as providing ‘public’ or ‘entertainment’ service; this should
help form TfLs policies on licensing and enforcement.

The issues raised by the participants were:

Noise- very loud speakers spread the noise, especially when the pedicabs venture into residential
areas outside the main throughfares. This is an increasing problem.

We thought a complete ban is in order, given the current design of the pedicab.
We wanted each pedicab to carry an easily seen license plate.
We expressed concern over permitted pedicabs stands, fares charged and display of fares.

We were hoping to see operators being licensed, and drivers undergoing background checks, and
training on lines with mini cabs drivers.

TfL said that they are thinking of a licensing scheme akin to taxis and mini cabs;

There would be an annual license regime [hopefully self-financed], drivers and operators would have
to undergo a process of checking and training as cabs.

They have ideas on cab design standards, including safety, and will take our concerns on board.

TfL said that they had approaches from interested parties who want to enter the market, but only
after it is licensed and controlled.

CCTV:
Mark said that no progress was made;

In his area, a new landlord has been submitting application plans to refurbish entrances and entrance
halls to some of their newly acquired buildings, incorporating better security measures.

We tried to get hold of one of the 100 mobile CCTV owned by WCC for a specific location, but no
progress was made yet.

Gwilym:

Gwilym is actively looking for a new home outside Fitzrovia, and when the process is completed, he
intends to stand down from the committee.

Next meeting: March 2025, but not 20 March, Julia to circulate dates.

We expressed our thanks to Dee for arranging the venue to this meeting- at Liberty House
overlooking the festive Regent Street.



