Fitzrovia West Neighbourhood Forum
EXECUTIVE/NCIL COMMITTEE MEETING

Soho Poly Theatre, 5th February 2025 at 6pm

MINUTES

Present: Nick Bailey (Secretary), Cllr. Tim Barnes, Yoram Blumann (Treasurer), Barbara Corr, Dee Corsi,
Gwilym Harbottle, Julia Haythorn (Chair), Denise Julien.

Apologies: lan Johnstone, Mark Gazaleh

1.

4,

Minutes of last meeting:
All were welcomed and the minutes of the last meeting were approved.
Diversity and Inclusion Training

Julia and Nick had attended a training session for forum members organised by WCC. We
heard about the need to widen diversity, how to avoid discrimination and promote inclusion
in our community and membership. These were also principles suggested in feedback on our
application for redesignation of the forum.

Forum Re-designation

Feedback had been received on our draft application for re-designation and suggestions had
been made about extending membership to better reflect the characteristics of the local
pollution. Gwilym had made various changes to the constitution to take account of the
comments made.

Nick reported on a Forum of Forums meeting where it was suggested that further guidance
will be issued together with a model constitution developed for the Soho Forum. The
emphasis should be on widening membership to reflect the demographics of our
neighbourhood.

NCIL Applications

Denise reported on the application for Holcroft Court medallions and two planters. Both
had received planning permission and the budget for the medallions was estimated at
just under £30k. The planters will be funded from the Westminster Greening Fund
budget already approved. There will be an unveiling ceremony for the medallions on a
date to be fixed in July;

An application form from the FCC was circulated which included a bid for funds to
improve and repair parts of the Centre at a cost of £33k. This was warmly supported and
Nick agreed to write to the NCIL team to confirm our support;

There was nothing to report on the proposal from All Souls School which is working up a
project with Arup’s. £100k has already been provisionally agreed for work to improve the
drainage underneath the playground.



V. Funding already agreed for Market Place improvements may become part of the new
Oxford Street project under the MDC (see below).

5. Mayoral Development Area

On 17 September 2024 the mayor announced that he is declaring a Mayoral Development
Area (MDA) on Oxford Street and the surrounding area. This will be managed by a Mayoral
Development Agency (MDA). These were originally conceived to take on large open sites such
as the Olympic Park and Old Oak Common. There had been very little advanced notice to the
Council or NWEC.

Yoram reported on a meeting of the Westminster Amenity Societies and Will Norman
(deputy mayor for cycling), Louise Daggan and Molly Strauss (GLA). There will be 3 phases of
pedestrianisation starting on the route from Oxford Circus to Selfridges, then to Marble Arch
and finally the eastern section. The area designated will include all of Oxford Street, will go
north to Eastcastle Street and will include part of Camden around Hanway Place. The MDC
will take over all planning and traffic management powers. CIL may also go to the MDC.

150 cameras have been installed to monitor current traffic movements and consultation on
the design will take place later in the year.

There will be a period of consultation regarding the MDC starting on 28" February.

The estimated cost is £150m and the mayor has indicated that he would like this to come
largely from the private sector but to date NWEC has not been formally approached. The
previous offer of funding from NWEC members had been withdrawn. Tim said that the
Council’s claim for a refund £20.7m for abortive works had been rejected and so this will be
written off. No further funding will be provided.

CONCLUSION

AGREED: that we arrange a public meeting in the Wellcome Centre towards the end of
March to gauge local opinion and then to submit a response.

6. Other Road Works
Work on making Wigmore/Mortimer Street two-way is continuing because the contract had
been signed off but other work linked to the WCC Oxford Street project will not take place.
These streets will be closed 20-23 February and will reopen two-way at the end of the month.
The proposed installation of bollards in Great Titchfield Street remains uncertain and it is
assumed that this is not part of the Oxford Street Project. Yoram will check with Maria Davis

and Sarah Hoare (WCC) to see if a contract has been issued and if necessary convene a
meeting with local councillors.

7. TfL consultation on pedicabs

Yoram reported that TfL are currently consulting on pedicab regulations and that he is
attending a meeting to discuss a licensing scheme.

There was also a discussion of problems with E-bikes and the difficulties of enforcement.



8. Any other Business

We've been informed that the Kermel Lazaar Foundation might be moving into a listed
building at 93 Mortimer St and 43 Great Portland Street. It specialises in culture and
contemporary visual arts from the Middle East and North Africa. See
https://www.kamellazaarfoundation.org/

9. Date of Next Meeting
Public meeting in March (tba) to discuss MDC and Oxford Street

Next executive meeting: Thursday 15 May @6pm at the Sainsbury Wellcome Foundation

Nick Bailey


https://www.kamellazaarfoundation.org/

