Fitzrovia West Neighbourhood Forum
EXECUTIVE/CIL COMMITTEE MEETING

Sainsbury Wellcome Centre, 1st April 2026 at 6pm

MINUTES

Present: Nick Bailey (Secretary), Yoram Blumann (Treasurer), Barbara Corr, Marcos Gold,
Rob Gorczynski, Julia Haythorn (Chair), Denise Julien, Fay Sandler

Apologies: Dee Corsi, Mark Gazaleh, Gwilym Harbottle, lan Johnstone

Minutes of the last meeting

All were welcomed and the minutes of the last meeting were approved.

NCIL Projects
Nick reported that WCC was indicating that we have:
£436,322 allocated, £163,406 spent and £713,383 available

Additional projects are being prepared for All Souls School and the Soho Poly theatre. But
we need to encourage others to apply for relevant projects bearing in mind that WCC
prefer physical/capital projects to revenue projects.

It was asked whether NCIL funding could be used for alfresco improvements to provide
outdoor space for restaurants. This opened up a discussion about how far restaurants
should pay and whether BIDs should also contribute.

It was suggested that a design guide could be produced (perhaps by WCC) to ensure
consistency between sitting areas on the same street and how planting and planters
should best be included. External heaters, plastic planting and music should be
discouraged.

Full consultation would also be essential for businesses and residents in the same street.
At least 1.8m of footway should be kept free for pedestrians.

Refuse on streets was also an issue. Marcos noted that he had persuaded First Mile to
offer a discount to businesses in order to reduce the number of competing contractors for
business refuse collection.



Members of The Fitzrovia Partnership will now receive:

e 56% off general waste sacks / 45% off general waste bins
e 62% off mixed recycling sacks / 54% off mixed recycling bins
e 55% off food recycling caddies / 48% off food recycling bins

Marcos said any problems of refuse on streets should be reported to him and will be
passed on to FP wardens. He felt that community enforcement officers should be able to
issue penalties and fines.

Nick pointed out that Finton Ramana is the Westminster Co-ordinator for the West End
and he can be contacted on 07866038599

framana@westminster.gov.uk

He can be contacted on any matters concerned with refuse, recycling and all aspects of
street management.

The Mayor’s Plans for an Oxford Street Mayoral Development Corporation

Yoram brought us up to date on a meeting with OS staff regarding various aspects of
traffic flows at places like Great Portland St and how far the south end of GTS and
alleyways could be included in the OS project. Improvements to Market Place and 2
alleyways were also raised. Consultants have been appointed to prepare a strategy for
both sections of Oxford Street. The first stage will be the section from Great Portland
Street to Marble Arch. The Mayor wants this to be closed to traffic by the summer.

Yoram explained the role of the Mayor who wants to extend his powers to determine
licensing of bars, pubs and clubs. In particular he wants to take into account the economic
impact (benefits) and the need to promote the night-time economy. He is seeking legal
powers to call in larger applications which he considers have strategic implications. He has
not mentioned the impact on residential amenity.

Proposed conversion of BT Tower and surrounding buildings to a Hotel

Marcos said he’d met the new owner who was proposing to reorientate the hotel
entrance in Cleveland Mews with rear servicing on Cleveland Street. They are committed
to a pre-application consultation process and some members have registered an interest.
BT are still removing technical equipment from the buildings and Tower.


mailto:framana@westminster.gov.uk

Other Matters

Yoram reported that 2 trees are to be replaced on the corner of Wells St and Oxford
Street.

There’s no more information on proposed landscaping around the University campus in
New Cavendish Street.

The installation of the cycle lane in Cleveland St is proceeding but there were questions
about the unsightly use of black tarmac to fill in gaps.
Finance

Yoram reported that the Forum has a balance of about £800. He recommended applying
for NCIL funding after the local election on 7 May to cover admin and related expenses.

Date of Next Meeting:

Tuesday 19 May at 6pm.

Nick Bailey



